Jen Karetnick additional resources:
About "Letting One Thousand Flowers Blossom:" This poem is written in a self-invented form
called an American sentence acrostic. If you read vertically, the first word of every line forms a
17-line American sentence as per Allen Ginsberg. In this case, the American sentence is
"Unmasked and helmetless, riders roar by on motorbikes, percussive."
In my latest manuscript, A Primer for Domestic Outlaws, I wrote 26 American sentences, one for
each letter of the alphabet. Each of them has its own title and is a poem in its own right. Then I
turned each American sentence into an American sentence acrostic.
Here are three more examples:
Post-Menopausal Love Poem That Begins with Guilt and Ends with Air Plants, Sweet: Lit, 2021
Poetry Contest Finalist
The Opossum Is a Marsupial, The Shore
Snowbirds, Fourth River
In addition to the 26 American sentences and 26 American sentence acrostics, the manuscript
also contains 26 abecedarians and 26 beautiful outlaws. You might say I got a little bored and
obsessed with the alphabet during the pandemic!
Aside from the formal constraints, the poems in this manuscript, as many of my others do, focus
on the natural world where I live in Miami and how it is responding to climate change. I also
write about the body, both in terms of illness and aging, and in response to the body politic. And
because I have been writing about food and dining for 30 years as a profession, it always
manages to seep into my poems as well.
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